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 Alexander (Rip) Lewthwaite Taggart IV, 
60, died peacefully at home, surrounded by family, 
on December 11, 2014 after a valiant battle against 
melanoma that had metastasized in his brain. Born 
to the late Alexander L. Taggart III (Sandy) and the 
late Joan Kennard Taggart in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
he attended North Central High School before fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his father and great-
grandfather by attending Princeton University. He 
joined Cottage Club and the Nassoon's, a men's a 
cappella singing group, serving as President during 
his senior year. Despite many adventures both on 
and off campus, he managed to graduate with his 
classmates in 1976, with a degree in English. 

 After graduation, Rip moved back to Indianapolis and worked for 
Buster Brown Textiles. He was transferred to Atlanta, where he met his wife, 
Debbie, and he proposed, or did she, a mere six weeks later. They married in 
June 1979. Rip stumbled upon Apple computers in 1980, and personal com-
puters forever changed his life. Rip then pursued a graduate degree and re-
ceived an MBA from Harvard Business School in 1983. 
 Though he was an avid user of Apple products, Rip spent most of his 
professional career working for IBM in Texas. He relocated his  family from 
Texas to Indianapolis to help care for his mother when, at age 58, she was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, and he remained in Indy for nearly 20 years. 
He left IBM to start up his own multi-media company, It's Magic Produc-
tions, and worked for companies like Cummins Engine. He also joined the 
Indianapolis Dramatic Club, where he began his avocational acting career, 
and served as President. He was awarded several noteworthy roles; however,  
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 Rip enjoyed his final summer in his home on Harbor Point in Harbor 
Springs, Michigan, which has been in his family for more than 100 years. Har-
bor Point's serenity and beauty calmed him and gave him peace, and he spent 
his days looking out over Lake Michigan's clear blue water. 
 Rip loved his children deeply. He rarely missed a sporting event 
when his children were young, serving as "soccer mom", filming games and 
sponsoring teams. He was overjoyed to walk his daughter, Lindsay, down the 
aisle at her wedding last summer on Harbor Point. 
Rip's quick wit and humor, as well as his creativity, endeared him to all who 
met him. His Nassoon friends and Princeton classmates were an invaluable 
source of inspiration, encouragement and support during Rip's final months. 
Rip also received countless calls, letters and visits from friends and family 
across the country and around the world, a testament to the impact he had 
on so many. Rip always, always looked on the bright side of life. He kept us 
laughing, and his final act was to face the curtain with a bow. 
 He will be greatly missed by his wife of 35 years, Debbie, whose 
heart is truly broken, and his four children, John Taggart, Elizabeth Taggart, 
Lindsay Taggart Angyus and her husband Erik, and his youngest, Chris Tag-
gart. He is also survived by his sisters, Leesy Taggart (Jon Elliott) and Lynn 
DeVoe (Curt), and a host of nieces and nephews. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family encourages gifts to be made in Rip's 
memory to New Bern Civic Theatre, PO Box 1531, New Bern, NC 28563, 
www.newberncivictheatre.org, which brought him so much joy. 
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his best appearance on center stage was escorting each of his twin daughters 
at the Dramatic Club's bi-annual debutante ball. 
 In 2000, he was approached by Princeton classmates to temporarily 
relocate to Williamsburg, VA for a year to help launch Guidestar, a well-
known and highly regarded organization that gathers and makes available to 
the public pertinent data on every IRS-registered nonprofit in the country. 
The small role Rip played in helping to realize Guidestar's vision remained a 
highlight of his nonprofit career. Upon his return to Indianapolis, Rip recog-
nized his true calling was with the nonprofit sector, and he then worked for 
Central Indiana Community Foundation, first as a consultant writing grants 
to secure funding for technology, then as Executive Director of an umbrella 
organization, TechPoint Foundation for Youth, a nonprofit dedicated to en-
suring that Indiana's youth are a prepared workforce. He coordinated a part-
nership between TechPoint and the Indianapolis public school system to im-
plement a New Tech High at Arsenal 
 Technical High School, an urban high school with low graduation 
rates. The New Tech program incorporates 21st Century skills, including tech
-literacy, leadership, problem-solving and critical thinking, into the curricu-
lum. This was the first New Tech High in the nation to be implemented in an 
urban high school. The program engaged and inspired the students, as evi-
denced by the 80% graduation rates of the program's first class, nearly double 
that of the other urban high schools in Indianapolis. (www.guidestar.org; 
https://techpointyouth.org; www.newtechnetwork.org)  
 In early 2009, Rip and Debbie traveled through East Africa for nearly 
4 months, volunteering for a variety of grassroots, community-based projects 
and programs in Kenya, Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda. The journey pro-
foundly impacted their lives and reinforced their belief that one person can 
affect positive change. They also made the spontaneous decision to relocate to 
New Bern that same year. 
 New Bern is the small town Rip never realized he was searching for, 
and he felt he New Bern and the town, in turn, embraced him. He loved his 
historic house on East Front Street and regretted that he would not be able to 
spend many more years entertaining friends and cooking in his outdoor kitch-
en. Rip immediately became involved with New Bern Civic Theatre and en-
joyed performing in a variety of shows. He was thrilled to be awarded the lead 
role of King Arthur in the May 2014 production of Spamalot, but the progres-
sion of his melanoma prevented him from performing in the show, which was 
a great disappointment. He also volunteered with The American Heart Asso-
ciation (New Bern's Heart Ball), the New Bern Preservation Society, the New 
Bern Historical Society, Ratio Theatre and RiverTowne Players. Although not 
a member, he volunteered countless hours with the Rotary Club of New Bern. 
He joined Christ Church and served as Eucharistic Minister for more than 
three years, and his voice will be greatly missed. 
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The Taggart Family invites 
you to join them  

for a reception immediately  
following the service: 

Stanley Hall  
The Rivertown Ballroom  

305 Pollock Street. 
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